                                             Cedar Croft Farm

When you purchase a puppy from Cedar Croft Farm our commitment to you

is just beginning.

We offer ongoing support for the life of your dog. Any questions you have are

more than welcome.

We can give you helpful tips, recommend training techniques or just offer moral support

during any challenge.

We’ve worked very hard to research bloodlines, assess temperament, feed the best quality

food, give proper exercise and care to promote the very best German Shepherds available.

We want to know how you’re doing through all life’s stages and experiences with your dog.

Our dogs are a very important part of our family and our lives. Breeding   healthy, happy puppies and providing others with the opportunity to experience unconditional love at it’s finest is our mission.

One hint for a growing puppy is to check the fit of the collar every week. With puppies growing as fast as they do, it doesn’t take long for a collar to become too tight. I don’t have to spell out the ultimate consequence of a tight collar.

You should be able to fit 2 fingers, width wise, under the collar. A good way to measure for a collar is to measure the puppy’s neck and add 2 inches as the size to buy. A nylon or leather collar is great for now. Many dogs never need any other type of collar.

If you encounter behavioral issues, obedience classes or working one on one with a reputable trainer for a few sessions should do the trick.  

We strongly recommend obedience classes at 10 – 12 weeks of age. This does so many good things for the puppy including terrific socialization, learning commands, skills  and learning to listen to you.

A few weeks of obedience sets the pattern for life with an obedient dog. Dogs are like children in their need for rules and boundaries. They will thrive in trying to please you. 

We also offer an open door policy for dog return. If for some reason you can no longer keep your dog, (marital breakup, financial downturn, ill health etc.) we will take back your dog and either keep it ourselves or find it the very best home. Too often, under dire circumstances, dogs end up at the SPCA or with a relative or friend not prepared to care for a dog on a permanent basis. We want to ease your mind and make sure the dog comes out on top.

Your puppy has had it’s first shots. The second round are due soon, (check health record form Islandview Veterinary Clinic).  We’ve also dewormed your puppies.

 Check your health record for the type of wormer used and consult your veterinarian for any subsequent wormings.

Your purchase contract with us requires your puppy to be spayed or neutered. It is very important with large breed dogs that the spay or neuter be done when the growth plates are closed or nearly closed. This occurs somewhere between 6 and 9 months. We recommend spaying or neutering at 7 or 8 months. 

Two points that we feel we must stress are socializing your puppy and housing your puppy.

YOUR PUPPY SHOULD GO NEARLY EVERYWHERE WITH YOU! Seriously,

The more sounds, smells, people, other animals, children, cars, situations that you can expose a puppy to, the better all around dog you will have. Take it from us and mistakes we’ve made, and socialize like crazy!!!! You can’t over do it.

By housing your puppy, we mean, where it will be when not with you. We strongly recommend a fenced yard with a sheltered area ( protection from sun, rain, wind, snow etc). This provides a perfect, safe, controlled area for your dog to get lots of exercise and freedom. The next best option is a kennel run. Provide some toys for him/ her to chew on.

 We have 10’ x 4’ runs for our dogs with an enclosed  4’ x 4’ area inside  for sleeping and eating. We also have 16 acres far away from the road for the dogs to run, with supervision. Tying is NOT a reasonable option, except in an emergency or if it the only TEMPORARY means for safe exercise.

German shepherds’ temperament and sensitivity DO NOT  work well in a tying situation.

We’ve provided you with a starter bag of puppy food. We feed Shur-Gain products.

You can’t beat the quality or price.

 The feeding of large breed dogs offers some challenges.

It is important to watch the growth & weight of your puppy carefully. A fat puppy is not a healthy puppy & joint problems can arise from growing too fast. Consult your veterinarian about your puppy’s weight and when is the right time to switch from puppy food to adult food. Don’t be surprised if it’s at 4 or 5 months.

Last but not least…….have fun!

Kelly & Gary 

